
By DANNYGAUTHIER
Comments by delegates at the

June 9 Mansura Town Council
meeting prompted a lengthy discus-
sion of Mansura’s ordinance gov-
erning the sale of alcoholic bever-
ages. Business owner Todd St.
Romain made a brief statement ask -
ing Mayor Kenneth Pickett and the
council to consider aligning the

town’s provisions governing the sale
of packaged liquor with those of the
Avoyelles Parish Police Jury.

In particular, St. Romain said he
wants to be able to begin selling
packaged liquor at 5 a.m. for the
benefit of early-morning fishermen
and other sports and outdoor enthu-
siasts. Currently, St. Romain’s
Mansura convenience store can’t

begin selling alcoholic beverages
until 6 a.m.

L a t e r, Phillip Lucas addressed
the council with concerns about the
fairness of the ordinance regarding
the sale of alcohol for on-premises
consumption. Lucas, who owns a
neighborhood gathering spot in
town, has been trying to acquire a
permit to sell beer there for several

months. 
In response to Lucas’comments,

Mayor Pickett reminded the atten-
dees that a commission was review -
ing the ordinance, and then led a
general discussion on related issues.

Several people at the council
meeting, including the mayor,
voiced concerns about some provi-
sions of the ordinance being restric-
tive enough to impede economic
development. Specifically, the pro-
vision forbidding the sale of alcohol
within 300 feet of a residence was
cited as being very restrictive. 

The ordinance, according to peo-
ple at the meeting, was  preventing
the opening of new convenience
stores or restaurants virtually any-
where in town. The existing ordi-
nance grandfathered businesses that
were already operating for a year
prior to its enactment. Other related
issues, such as the need for tempo-
rary permits for special events, were
also touched upon.

The commission will continue to
consider changes to the ordinance
with input from town attorney
Wesley Elmer, and the discussion
will continue at the July meeting of
the council.

Anthony “Twine” Desselle and
Darla Borden were on hand from the
police jury to address the council.
Desselle said a grant from state sur-
plus funds had been approved for
the replacement of the Regard Street
bridge, and the funds for the project,
estimated to cost approximately
$300,000, will be released on
December 10. Borden said arrange-
ments have been made with applica-
ble companies for relocating affect-
ed utilities and said the town would
have to make arrangements for relo-
cating its sewer line.

Town maintenance supervisor
Terry Burke told the council the
work involved would be extensive
and will require engineering sup-
port. Town officials pledged “to do
whatever is necessary” to bring the
project to fruition.

The departmental report by Chief
of Police John Johnson led into a

discussion concerning
Neighborhood Watch programs.
Councilman Rev. Floyd Murray
expressed the need for such pro-
grams as a way to encourage citizen
participation in crime prevention,
and plans were made to discuss the
issue at the next council meeting. In
a related matter Chief Johnson
thanked unnamed citizens for their
valuable assistance with recent
investigations.

In her public relations report,
council member Judy Bazert told the
gathering of an upcoming event
intended to gauge public support for
a Boys and Girls Club facility pro-
posed for Mansura. The event, billed
as a “Youth Summit,” is being pro-
moted by the Elton Lee Dupar
Foundation and is slated for August
2 at the Mansura Cochon de Lait
Pavilion. The all-day event begins
with a 7 a.m. registration and
includes a series of activities includ-
ing a martial arts workshop, sports
activities and more.

In financial matters, the council
passed a series of motions related to
transferring funds in preparation for
the new fiscal year that starts on July
1. Also, a sales tax renewal measure
to be voted on during October elec-
tions was discussed. The tax has
been in effect for years and is a pri-
mary source of revenue for town
maintenance expenses. 

On Elmer’s advice, the council is
considering eliminating percentage
allocations to various uses and
instead only listing the uses to which
the funds can be applied.
Eliminating the stated percentage
allocations will make it easier for
town officials to apply funding
where it’s needed the most. The
other change being considered is
continuing the tax in perpetuity.
Acknowledging the tax as a neces-
sary source of critical funding and
noting it’s a long-term measure any-
way, Elmer and the council said
continuing the tax in perpetuity will
guarantee it as a permanent source
of funding.

BYTERR Y LABORDE
Mayor Lionel Bordelon

announced at June 9 meeting of the
Moreauville Village Council that the
village is not in consideration for an
$800,000 block grant for sewer
improvements. Mayor Bordelon
explained the village received a let-
ter from the state of Louisiana stat-
ing no application for the $800,000
grant was ever received.

This disappointing information
was revealed when
the mayor attempted
to amend the pro-
posal.  He thought a
proposal had been
submitted to include
more variables
when it was
announced last
month that middle
students could pos-
sibly begin attend-
ing Avoyelles High
School, which
would put more
strain on the sewer
system.

The lengthy discussion ensued
concerning the miscommunication
between the village and the village’s
consultant Oliver Schlutz.
According to Mayor Bordelon,
Schlutz’s secretary did not contact
village officials to inform them of
problems. The problems included
the lack of minority residents and
the lack of people of low socio-eco -
nomic status that the improvements
would serve. For the past weeks, the
mayor said it was his impression the
application had been sent by the
consulting firm.

“We just lost consideration for a
big grant,” Councilman Reginald
Ducote stated in retrospect.

Councilman Kenneth Farbe then
stated it was Mayor Bordelon that
chose not to use the consulting firm
with the village’s engineer, Rene
Borrel and URS Engineers.

Ducote stated he was under the
impression Moreauville would use
the consultants in the URS
Engineering firm. Ducote reminded

the council how the controversial
issue to use URS Engineers for
plans to move utility service from
the bridge across the bayou cost the
village more money than the bid
from another firm.

Another discussion documented
how URS Engineers did their work
to provide an estimate for the appli-
cation for the block grant. It was the
mayor who chose to go with Schlutz
as the consultant as had been done

in previous years. 
According to Mayor Bordelon,

“Schlutz dropped the ball. I suggest
we release Schlutz as our consultant
and designate a new consultant.”

Farbe responded the council had
never approved Schlutz as a consult-
ant, therefore there was no need to
drop him. Farbe requested a letter be
sent to the Schlutz firm questioning
who gave them authority to work on
the Moreauville grant issue. “It’s
done and gone because no applica-
tion was ever submitted,” Farbe
finalized.

Ducote requested Rene Borrel
from URS Engineers be invited to
the next meeting and provide infor-
mation about his services that would
be available to Moreauville as the
village’s engineer.

Stray dogs became the next issue
for consideration as Mayor
Bordelon read from a letter signed
by a “concerned citizen.” The first
issue in the letter questioned why
there were so many stray dogs in

Moreauville, which has a leash law.
Mayor Bordelon stated he was
enforcing fines in his village court
for the owners of the stray dogs. The
fines vary according to the problems
associated with the animals, accord-
ing to Mayor Bordelon.

Police Chief Scott Lemoine
informed the council he was unable
to locate the department’s tranquil-
izer gun and he would not work with
large, vicious dogs such as a large

German Shepherd. A
stray dog was iden-
tified as any dog not
on a leash or in a
pen.

Mayor Bordelon
recommended the
council approve a
resolution whereby
the fines collected
from court on stray
dogs be directed to
a fund to pay for
veterinary services
after stray animals
are captured, held

for a three day grace
period for the owner to claim, and
then put down. More discussion
ensued concerning the parish animal
shelter to be constructed in
Cottonport. After the discussion, the
council approved the mayor’s rec-
ommendation.
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McNeese graduate
Dr. Jeanne Daboval, provost

and vice president of academic
a ffairs at McNeese State
University, conferred degrees on
690 graduates at the university's
spring commencement at 10
a.m. Saturday, May 17 at Burton
Coliseum.

Ann Renee Guillory of
Bunkie graduated with a degree
in Elementary Education.

ULLSpring 2008
graduates

More than 1,200 students
graduated from the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette during
recent commencement exercises
for the Spring 2008 semester.
Graduates  from the Avoyelles
Parish area were: Arts - Shay
M. Caubarreaux; E d u c a t i o n-
Christopher Todd Jeansonne,
Jenna M. Lachney, Dustin J.
Moreau, Scott T. Newton and
Chuck A. Normand;
Engineering - Kevin M. Stacey;
General Studies - Davielle M
Jackson, Blake A n t h o n y
LaPoint and Leslie A. Prier;
Graduate School - Sadie
McCauley Ardoin, A m a n d a
Leanne Beaubouef, and Leslie
Claire Lemoine; Liberal Arts -
Maggie M. Gremillion; Jenna
M. Lachney and Krystal Gail
Moore; and Sciences - Blake
Anthony Lemoine.

LSUASpring 2008
Dean’s List

D e a n ’s List honors were
given to 226 students at LSU at
Alexandria recently after com-
pleting the spring semester.
Seventy-six of those made per-
fect 4.0 grade point averages.
The Dean’s List consists of full-
time students who achieved a
minimum 3.5 grade average.

Those honored from the
Avoyelles area were: Rebecca
Bernard of Bordelonville; Elise
Kelone, Kandas Lachney,
Ashley Lee, Paxton McCoy,
Blake Pujol, Timothy Reynolds
and Latrice Williams, all of
Bunkie; Justin Chenevert,
Aimee Couvillion, Diane Dodt-
Gauthier and Jerry Hollis, all of
Cottonport; Brittany A l w e l l ,
Amber Crawford, Ti m b e r l y
Deville, Kimberly Laprairie,
Eric Schrock and Samantha
Weiss, all of Deville; Henry
Wright of Evergreen; Jessica
Blood, Hollie Moras and Ashley
Smith, all of Hessmer; Britni
Campbell, Jeremy Campbell,
Cody Dunn, T h o m a s
Giallonardo, Christy Kelley,
Cindy Miller and Georg i
S t o y a n o v, all of Lecompte;
Eden Ducote, James Langston
and Nikki Wooten, all of
Mansura; Kelley Ay m o n d ,
Jackie Bonnette, Misty
Bonnette, Heather Bordelon,
John Chenevert, Donovan
Clark, Vanessa Dauzat, Kelly
Desselle, Erica Kuba, Randall
Laborde, Rebecca McGovern,
Caina Munson, Elisabeth Pierite
and Sarah Webb, all of
Marksville; Kelly Daigrepont of
Moreauville; and Danielle
Gremillion and Jennifer St.
Germain, both of Plaucheville.

Correction
A photo of the Marksville

Middle School graduates fea-
tured in the June 12 edition of
The Marksville Weekly News
incorrectly identified as
Mansura Middle.

The graduates were from
Marksville Middle School.
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Moreauville loses $800,000
grant, fingers being pointed

Sale of alcohol highlights Mansura meeting

By DANNYGAUTHIER
On the advice of city engineer

Rene Borrel, the Marksville City
Council approved a motion to award
a $2.6 million contract to Gilchrist
Construction of Alexandra to carry
out a city-wide street improvement
project. Borrel said the Gilchrist bid
was the lower of the two bids that
had been submitted and had met all
of the project’s stated criteria. Borrel
made the proposal at the June 11
Marksville City Council meeting.

The project includes repairs and
improvements to 24 city streets.

Borrel said he hoped work would
begin within a month.

The primary funding for the proj-
ect is a $2,000,000, twenty-year
loan that’s already been secured.
Mayor Dr. Richard Michel said he
intends to make up the $600,000
shortfall with funds from various
sources, primarily sales tax rev-
enues.

In another matter, Borrel told the
council that efforts to secure a $1.2
million grant to restore the old
Bethune High School campus on
Martin Luther King Drive are still

viable. Citing details of a conversa-
tion with State Senator Eric Lafleur,
Borrel advised the council to wait 30
days before seeking alternative
funding for the project. The city
plans to restore the property for use
as a civic center and other public
uses.

In other matters, the council heard
from surveyor Jared Couvillion
seeking the city’s cooperation for a

proposed 48 to 64 lot subdivision
development by Kinman Goux.
Mayor Dr. Michel listed a number of
issues that would have to be
addressed, starting with the annexa-
tion of the tract into the city limits
and other issues related to utility
services.

Council member Joyce Prier told
Chief of Police Newman
Greenhouse that she had “a bag full”

of yard-sale signs for him that had
been collected from utility poles in
town. Prier reminded attendees that
nailing signs to utility poles is ille-
gal, and a brief discussion followed
about the process of contacting and
fining those responsible.

The council then heard routine
departmental reports and discussed
various maintenance issues. 

Marksville awards $2.6 million contract for street project

Man killed in front loader accident

By GARLANDFORMAN
Avoyelles Parish Sheriff’s Office

(APSO) deputies and other law
enforcement officers rushed to the
Hessmer Police Department office
after it was alleged that Hessmer
Police Chief Mack Villemarette was
threatening to kill himself. The inci-
dent happened on Friday afternoon,
June 13 at the Hessmer Police
Department at 3:45 p.m.

Allegedly,  Hessmer police officer
Fred Mahfouz found Chief
Villemarette in the police station
located on Main Street near the rail-
road tracks and was talking to him
about a house payment. The officer
said Villemarette became “very agi-
tated and irate.”  

Mahfouz, in a report, said
Villemarette was “just tired of
everything that is happening to him
in his life.”  

Family members were called and
when they arrived, a son-in-law

flagged down a passing state troop-
er saying the chief wanted to kill
himself. The trooper sent a radio
message to the APSO for help.
Several units rushed to the scene.

Mahfouz left the building and was
talking to sheriff’s deputy Lt.
Brandon Horton, when Villemarette
put away his weapon and came to
the front door. Deputy Horton said,
in his  report, that when the chief
saw other police units arriving “he
began cursing and wanted everyone
to leave.”

H o w e v e r, the chief spoke to
Detective Dan Schaub and Captain
Wayne Riche and a short time later
the chief agreed to be evaluated by
Avoyelles Parish Coroner Dr. L. J.
Mayeux, but he would not ride in a
police unit.

The chief, who was in his private
vehicle, was escorted by deputies to
Dr. Mayeux. After the examination,
Chief Villemarette was released.

Hessmer police chief
threatens to kill himself
at town police station

Law officers, including Sheriff-elect Doug Anderson, gatheroutside the HessmerPolice Station on
Friday afternoon afterthey received a report of Police Chief Mack Villemarette, allegedly, threatening to kill
himself. Chief Villemarette came out moments laterand talked to police.  (Photo by Tiffany Dauzat)

A man was killed on Monday,
June 9 afternoon while working
with heavy equipment in the Fifth
Ward area. The accident took place
on property owned by Police Jury
President Mickey Romano.

Sherwin Juneau, from the
Avoyelles Parish Sheriff’s Office,
said the accident happened at 3 p.m.
on property next to 1238 La.
Highway 1194.

Killed was Norris Dauzat, age 65
of 750 La. Highway 11 9 5 ,
Marksville. 

According to reports, Dauzat

was attempting to fix a John Deere
JD 310 front loader with a backhoe
owned by Romano. It is unclear
what happened but the backhoe
struck Dauzat killing him instantly.

Dauzat was changing gaskets
and filters with the bucket lifting the
wheels a few inches off the ground.
The tractor was running while pres-
sure hoses were being checked. The
tractor was in gear and for unknown
reasons the tractor begin moving
pinning Dauzat under the tractor. A
rear tire rolled over him killing him
instantly.

According to Juneau, Romano
had hired Dauzat to work on the
tractor. Romano had walked away
for several minutes and heard
Dauzat scream.  When Romano
investigated he found Dauzat pinned
under the tractor.

Romano removed the tractor off
of Dauzat and called for help.
Avoyelles Parish Sheriff deputies
and Acadian Ambulance arrived and
tried to revive Dauzat, but were
unsuccessful.

No one else was hurt.

“It’s done and gone
because no application
was ever submitted.”

Moreauville Councilman
Kenneth Farbe


